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REPORTING YOUR CREDIT 
This on-demand seminar was originally presented as a live webinar on May 7, 2021, in Seattle, WA. If 
you attended the live webinar and reported CLE credits, you cannot also report credits from watching 
or listening to this recording if repeated within your three year reporting period. 

 

DESCRIPTION 
This CLE will explore exciting issues from both the environmental and land use legal sector, including 
several timely topics that you will not want to miss.  Topics include updates to SEPA rules and the 
Greenhouse Gas Assessment for Projects (GAP) Rules, COVID impacts on land use issues, ongoing 
Federal rollbacks of the Trump Administration prior environmental rollbacks, exploring the Multifamily 
Property Tax Exemption, and a detailed review of the affordable housing regulatory framework in the 
Puget Sound Area.  In addition, the webcast will discuss recent important environmental cases and 
provide an update on the current legislative session. 

AGENDA 

1      Federal Rollbacks of Trump’s Rollbacks 
Kelly Wood – Washington State Attorney General’s Office, Seattle WA 
 

2      A Year in Review: Environmental Case Update 2021 
This session will review the significant environmental cases in both federal and state court relevant to 
Washington environmental law practitioners. 
Erika Spanton – Beveridge & Diamond, Seattle, WA 
Will Enoch – Beveridge & Diamond, Seattle, WA 
 
 
 
 
 

ORIGINAL PROGRAM DATE 
May 7, 2021 

AVAILABLE MEDIA TYPES 
Video & Audio MP3 

Presented in partnership with WSBA 
Environmental and Land Use Law Section 
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3      Legislative Update from Washington’s 2021 Session 

Updates on bills that were enacted during Washington’s 2021 legislative session. This presentation will 
address a variety of natural resource, environmental, energy, and land use topics. 
Rob Hatfield – House of Representatives Office of Program Research, Olympia, WA 
Jacob Lipson – House of Representatives Office of Program Research, Olympia, WA 

 
4      Greenhouse Gas Assessments How Project Development is Changing in Washington State 

The Washington State Department of Ecology is expected to release a draft of its new rule titled 
Greenhouse Gas Assessment for Projects (GAP Rule) by December 31, 2021. This presentation will provide 
a primer on what is expected to be in the GAP Rule, how it will supplement the current environmental 
review process under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), and how it may impact local 
governments and industries subject to such process. While greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) are already 
considered during the SEPA environmental review process, SEPA currently does not describe detailed 
methods for analyzing any particular pollutant or source in this context and is rather evaluated on a case-
by-case basis. Thus, the GAP Rule will provide a standardized and comprehensive review methodology 
for evaluating GHGs during the SEPA review process. This presentation will walk through the three primary 
components of the expected methodology.  
Molly Barker – K&L Gates, Seattle, WA 
Ankur Tohan – K&L Gates, Seattle, WA 

 
5      State, Local, and Judicial Responses to the COVID Pandemic 

This session reviews emergency proclamations, regulations, and new policies enacted in response to the 
COVID pandemic and litigation challenging the same on constitutional and other grounds. This session 
also covers COVID-related laws and initiatives coming out of the 2021 Legislative session. Lastly, the 
session presents some thoughts on land use innovations in a “post-pandemic” world.   
Jeremy Eckert – Tharsis Law, Seattle, WA 
Ian Morrison – McCullough Hill O’Leary, Seattle, WA 

  
6      Multifamily Tax Exemption: Understanding An Optional Affordable Housing Incentive 

This course will explore the need for the Multifamily Tax Exemption (“MFTE”) program, the efficacy of the 
program in spurring new housing creation, factors that influence developer participation, and the public 
costs and benefits of the program. State-enabling legislation, including legislation proposed in the 2021 
legislative session, will be reviewed, as will implementation at the local level throughout the state. 

        McKenzie Darr – Wolff Company, Seattle, WA 
 
7      Affordable Housing and Incentive Programs in Seattle and the Eastside and How They  
      Influence Growth 

Cities in the Puget Sound are facing an affordable housing crisis. What’s the role of market-rate 
development? How do affordable housing requirements fit into land use entitlements? This presentation 
will explore the policies behind affordable housing programs, examine incentive zoning and affordable 
housing requirements in Seattle and cities in the Eastside, and consider how the State’s Multifamily Tax 
Exemption Program fits into the equation. 
Abbey DeWeese – Hillis Clark Martin Peterson, Seattle, WA 
Holly Golden – Hillis Clark Martin Peterson, Seattle, WA 


